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Dear 

SPEED ENFORCEMENT DETECTION DEVICES – PROPOSED CHANGE TO LEGISLATION

As you may be aware, until January 1998 the use of devices to detect police speed enforcement equipment was considered illegal in England, Scotland and Wales under section 5(b)(i) of the Wireless Telegraphy Act 1949. However, a judgement by the Queen’s Bench Divisional Court found that the Act did not specifically preclude their use. The Government believes that the sole purpose of detection devices is to allow the drivers that intend to speed do so with impunity. It is their aim to reinstate a prohibition of the use of such devices.

Officials in DETR agreed that it was possible to amend the Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations under secondary legislation to make it an offence to use these devices. In addition the Radiocommunications Agency have drafted secondary legislation which amends the Wireless Telegraphy Apparatus (Receivers) (Exemption) Regulations as would be made under powers in the Wireless Telegraphy Act 1949. 

Copies of both draft regulations are enclosed, along with a consultation document explaining the reasoning behind the decision to amend legislation. Also included is a Regulatory Impact Assessment which sets out the risks and benefits for businesses. Subject to any comments made it is hoped to lay the new legislation in Parliament in mid to late Spring. With that in mind I would be grateful for any comments you may have on the draft legislation and the definitions contained within them by 30 March 2001.

Yours sincerely

IAN EDWARDS

